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Vested Right to Mine requires:

1. LEGAL operation before, on and after òvesting 
dateó 
AND

2. Continuous operation, with at most 12 months of 
inactivity at a time.  i.e., there was NO 
subsequent abandonment.  

NOTE:  The Hansen decision does not apply in 
this case.  Hansen was a continuously operating 
business .  That is where intent to expand or mine 
on their property comes into play.  When there is 
no business in operation, there is no òintentó.



Blue Lead Fails Both Requirements

}Mine was NOT LEGALLY operated before, on, 
or after vesting date.  Fails on 3 counts.  
ƁJust because applicant says Lyle White was mining 

does not make it so.  There is NO proof.

}Mine has been inactive since late 1940õs. 
ƁSee second presentation for details.    



No Legal operation on vesting date

}Lyle White was not a miner, he was a historian 
and researcher.  (See statement from Dave 
Comstock.)

}Lyle White did not own any of the Blue Lead 
Mine property.

}Lyle White did not have a mining lease to 
mine the property.

}Hence, whatever Lyle did was NOT LEGAL 
MINING.



Brady declaration states:

}òFrederick Cassidy é actively mined the You 
Bet Mine until his retirement circa 1946.ó

}òFrederick Cassidy sold partial interests é in 
1965 .ó

}No mining or other activity is mentioned from 
1946 to 1965 .  



}There are 7 photos submitted as òproofó of 
mining in 1954 by applicant.

}We again reviewed these photos to see if any 
of them were valid as evidence of mining on 
the subject site in 1954.

Brief analysisƻŦ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ



No date. No mining activity. 
Author uses past tense, 
mined out.  Not valid 
evidence.

Red Dog Diggings is not a 

precise place description. No 

date. Not valid evidence.

Evidence ? of vesting



Evidence ? of vesting

Missouri Creek is not 

on property. Not valid 

evidence.

Missouri Creek, over ½ 

mile from property.


